Best of the Best: Lessons from AASL and NASCAR
14th AASL National Conference
Vicki Van Becelaere and Cindy Pfeiffer
   Partners in Excellence Conference Oct. 6-8, 2010
Theme of the Conference reinforced the message of the session: 

Bring on the Boys! by Helen Cox      u2helen@msn.com  

· Boys don’t live to walk up to a wall of books.

· Create welcoming signs, large banners and art, gadgets like kaleidoscopes, chess games.

· Boys need information they can use: math, cars, art, sports, sexuality, humor, jokes,  (the grosser the information the better) (Also hard to find reviews for these books!)

· They need consistent expectations, unconditional love, humor and a welcoming smile.

Teacher-Librarian as Literacy Leader by Annie Ruefle
www.stmaryschoolgv.com
· Annie gives 20 practical tips for creating a culture of literacy in the school.

· To Create Readers:  1. Access to Books   2. Time to Read  
3. Chance to Respond.

· 
Creating a Culture of Literacy: Programming Ideas for Elementary School Librarians - Paperback (May 14, 2009) by Anne Ruefle
· Welcome to New Baby books for siblings to choose as presents to read at home.
· Birthday books donated in the students honor; have books processed and ready to read!

· Breakfast with a Book, Literary Lunches, Teen Read Cups, Boys Club, Girls Club

· Reader’s Hall of Fame

· Literary Celebrations

· Yearlong Themes: Art of Reading

Five Key Challenges by David Loertscher, Valerie Diggs, Violet Harada, Ross Todd

1. Without inquiry, there is no reason for school libraries. Focus on Inquiry/Critical Thinking/Knowledge/Creativity. School Librarians must be fundamentally a teaching profession.

2. Evidence Based Practice must drive our programs.

3. Reimagine School Libraries as a learning centered vision.

4. Collaborate to build teams and partnerships.

5. Engage Web 2.0 tools to develop deep inquiry.
